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James Van Johnson

MAY 25, 1952 - SEP 15, 2024

ames Van Johnson, a devoted husband and father peacefully passed away on

September 15, 2024 at the age of 72. Affectionally known as "Van,' he was born on
May 25, 1952, in St Louis, Missouri to the late Sara Louise Johnson and the late James
Jesse Johnson.

Van was baptized and educated at St Barbara's Catholic Church and School. After graduating from
Soldan High School, he pursued higher education at Malcolm X College in Chicago, Illinois.
Following his academic pursuits, Van served honorably in the United State Army.

Van and Anna Johnson celebrated 26 years of marital bliss. Their shared passion for entertaining
created a warm and welcoming hospitable home. A pillar of strength and support, Van was always
there for his loved ones and friends, offering a listening ear, a helping hand and words of wisdom.
His infectious laughter, kind heart and unwavering love will be deeply missed by all who knew
him. He was affectionately known as "Mack Daddy Woo Woo" by his children, grandchildren, and
great grandchildren.

Van was a savvy businessman who excelled in his career in the entertainment industry. He moved
to Milwaukee to manage the Riverside Theatre, remaining in Milwaukee after the theatre closed.
He was a dedicated professional who loved his craft and everyone he mentored along the way. He
was a musician, promoter and agent in St Louis, Chicago and Milwaukee. In that capacity he
traveled the world with well-known entertainers, groups and comedian until his health prevented
travel. With his quick wit and tall tales, he had a unique ability to brighten any room. Whether he
was promoting a concert, comedy show, or just entertaining at home he always knew how to
make everyone feel welcome and at ease. He had a natural flair for storytelling, always captivating
his audience with his humorous anecdotes.

Van leaves to cherish his love and precious memories his beloved wife Anna Johnson; Children:
Shay "Patrice” Coleman (Tim), Yvette Johnson, Kylon Van Cannida, Brittnay Cunigan and
Corleone Johnson; Grandchildren: Ashley, Michelle "Mell", Mike. Ramya, TaNae, KcOnne, Kayla,
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Kyah, Kaliyah and Kellis; Great-Grandchildren: Ashton, Aniyah, Autumn and Amir: devoted
brother, Harry E Johnson, Sr. (Karen), niece and nephews: Jennifer Johnson, Harry Johnson, Jr.
(Angela) and Nicholas Johnson: special cousin Evelyn Hughes, and a host of relatives and close
friends.

Rest in peace Van. Your legacy will endure, and your memory will forever be cherished in the
hearts of those who were fortunate to know you.
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Events

Service

=] Thursday, October 3, 2024
(© 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM CT

@ Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery
2900 Sheridan Rd, Saint Louis MO 63125

Burial

=] Thursday, October 3, 2024
(® 1:30PM-1:45PMCT

© Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery

2900 Sheridan, Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery MO 63125

Repast

ﬁ Thursday, October 3, 2024
(® 3:30PM-6:30 PM CT

© Epic Events Granted

11726 St. Charles Rock Road Unit D, Bridgeton MO
63044

Cemetery Details

© Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery

2900 Sheridan, Jefferson Barracks National
Cemetery MO 63125
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=38.501417,-90.288159
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=38.5014138,-90.2881671
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=38.7444312,-90.4160449
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=38.5014138,-90.2881671
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§ Tribute Wall James Van Johnson

Mcclendon Mortuary And Cremation Services shared the funeral program for
James Van Johnson.

October 3 at 6:41 AM

Gerri. Sims posted:

| was so saddened to learn of Van's passing. | had known him for 30 years. He was always a caring
and generous person, full of joy and excitement. I've never known anyone like him. | wished |
could've said goodbye, but knowing Van, he would've said, "That's ok, it cool!". That's the kind of
person he was. There's so much | could say about him. Such a wonderful person. Van, rest on.
You've worked hard. | will truly, truly miss you dearly @ @ .My condolences to the family and may
God watch over you all.G. Sims Family

March 1at 4:18 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring James by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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